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The Ninth Census of June 1, 1951, showed the population of Canada to be 
14,009,429, representing an increase of 2,502,774 or 21-8 p.c. over the 1941 figure 
of 11,506,655. Newfoundland's entry into Confederation accounted for 361,416 
of this increase. Excluding Newfoundland, the population in 1951 totalled 
13,648,013, an increase of 2,141,358 or 18-6 p.c. over the 1941 population of the nine 
provinces and the territories. This numerical increase is the largest on record and the 
percentage increase has been exceeded only twice since the turn of the century. 
In 1921 it was 21-9 p.c. and in 1911, 34-2 p.c. The population increase in this 
decade is all the more remarkable when consideration is given to the fact that 
immigration was heavily restricted during the war years. With the resumption 
of immigration in the post-war years, however, Canada gained some 548,000 in 
population through immigrant arrivals over the decade. The period 1941-51 was 
characterized also by high birth rates, and the natural increase was just under 
2,000,000 for the ten-year period. 

Since 1867, decennial censuses have been taken as at Apr. 2, 1871, Apr. 4, 1881, 
Apr. 5, 1891, Apr. 1, 1901, June 1, 1911, 1921, 1931, June 2, 1941, and June 1, 1951. 
Population totals by provinces and territories are given in Table 1, together with 
figures showing the percentage distribution of population and the numerical and 
percentage increases in population by decades. 

1.—Numerical and Percentage Distribution and Numerical and Percentage Increase 
of Population, by Provinces and Territories, Decennial Census Years 1871-1951 
NOTE.—The populations of the Prairie Provinces in 1906, 1916, 1926, 1936 and 1946 are shown at p. 131 

of the 1951 Year Book. Intercensal estimated populations from 1867-1904 will be found at p. 141 of the 1936 
Year Book; from 1905-30 at p. 127 of the 1946 edition; and from 1931-52 in Table 9, p. 143, of the present 
edition. 
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524,582 
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512,846 
408,219 
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95,047 
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787,655 
729,744 
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796,169 
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12,028 
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642,584 
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 

2-55 
10-51 
7-74 

32-30 
43-94 
0-68 
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100-00 
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10-19 
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10D-00 

2-58 
2-25 1-92 1-30 1-01 0-85 0-83 0-70 
9-32 8-56 6-83 5-96 4-94 5-02 4-59 
6-65 6-16 4-88 4-41 3-94 3-97 3-68 
30-80 30-70 27-83 26-86 27-70 28-96 28-95 
43-74 40-64 35 07 33-39 33-07 32-92 32-82 
316 4-75 6-40 6-94 6-75 6-34 5-54 

1-70 6-84 8-62 8-88 7-79 5-94 
1-36 5-19 6-70 7-05 6-92 6-71 

203 3-33 5-45 5-97 6-69 7-11 8-32 
0-51 0-12 0-05 0-04 0-04 0-06 

2-05 0-37 0-09 0-09 0-09 0-10 0-11 

100-00 100 00 100 00 100-00 100-00 100 00 100-00 

For footnotes, see end of table. 


